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Maemillan the publisher, then rising into fame.
Another visit to Cambridge followed in 1862,
to share in the academic festival on the instal-
lation of the late Duke of Devonshire as Chan-
cellor, and in the hospitality of Wheweil at
Trinity, as well as Maemilkn. The visit to
Wheweil was interesting, I had made Ms ac-
quaintance through his books in controversy
with Mill, and also by correspondence as a
North British Reviewer. I had been attracted by
his essay on 'The Plurality of Worlds/ where
it is argued that our planet is probably the
only world in existence that is occupied by
intelligent and morally responsible persons; the
stars of heaven being a material panorama exist-
ing only for the sake of the human inhabitants
of one small globe. This paradox, we are to-day
told, is fully fortified by "scientific proof" that
the earth is mathematically placed in the centre
of the limited portion of space which, according
to the theorist, contains the whole material
world. And all this is taken as an apology
for the faith that a divine incarnation has been
realised upon this apparently insignificant planet,
for the sake of persons otherwise unfit occasions
of the stupendous transaction. But I do not see 'Words and Places' and many other
